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“Michael Green has given us a new, refreshing overview of Nevada’s colorful history. This long 
awaited book will be welcomed as a comprehensive and candid update of the state’s history. It 
offers us a kaleidoscope of information, especially on recent developments in Las Vegas.”

—James W. Hulse, author of The Silver State: Nevada’s Heritage Reinterpreted

“This is an excellent book. It is authoritative, well researched, and well written.”
—Eugene Moehring, author of Reno, Las Vegas, and the Strip: A Tale of Three Cities 

“This is a major contribution to the historiography of Nevada and, I might add, to the history 
of the American West.”				      —Richard O. Davies, author of 

The Main Event: Boxing in Nevada from the Mining Camps to the Las Vegas Strip

Michael S. Green, a leading Nevada historian, provides a detailed survey of the Silver 
State’s past, from the arrival of the early European explorers, to the predominance of 
mining in the 1800s, to the rise of world-class tourism in the twentieth century, and 
to more recent attempts to diversify the economy.

Of the numerous themes central to Green’s analysis of Nevada’s history, luck plays 
a significant role in the state’s growth. The miners and gamblers who first visited 
the state all bet on luck. Today, the biggest contributor to Nevada’s tourist economy, 
gaming, still relies on that same belief in luck. Nevada’s financial system has generally 
been based on a “one industry” economy—first mining and, more recently, gaming. 
Green delves deeply into the limitations of this structure, while also exploring the 
theme of exploitation of the land and the overuse of the state’s natural resources. Green 
covers many more aspects of the Silver State’s narrative, including the dominance of 
one region of the state over another, political forces and corruption, and the citizens’ 
often tumultuous relationship with the federal government. The book will appeal to 
scholars, students, and other readers interested in Nevada history.

   n e v a d a  h i s t o r y

A new state history of Nevada

Nevada
A History of the Silver State

michael  s .  green
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NEVADA

michael s.  green is an asso-
ciate professor of history at the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, 
specializing in nineteenth-century 
politics and the American West.  
He is the author of several books 
on these subjects, including Las 
Vegas: A Centennial History.
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496 pages | 6 x 9

57 b/w photographs | 12 maps 

cloth | 978-0-87417-980-4, $45.00

paper | 978-0-87417-973-6, $26.95x

e-book | 978-0-87417-974-3



“The authors did an excellent job of providing detailed descriptions of each trail, which were 
obviously based on firsthand, in-depth knowledge of the trails.”

—Tim Hauserman, author of Monsters in the Woods: Backpacking with Children

“The [book] is a helpful contribution to regional backpacking guidebooks.”
—Brian Beffort, author of The Joy of Backpacking: 

Your Complete Guide to Attaining Pure Happiness in the Outdoors

The American West is home to some of the best backpacking trips in the world, and 
within California and Nevada are several outstanding destination trails. Hikers 
from all over the country, and around the world, travel to this area every season to 
undertake some of these classic trips of a lifetime and enjoy the breathtaking scenery. 
Best Backpacking Trips in California and Nevada was written to help the accomplished 
hiker through the entire process of planning a multiday excursion. The book covers 
all aspects of the trip, from traveling to the area to successfully fulfilling the dream of 
backpacking in one of the most beautiful regions in the West.

The guide includes thirteen detailed trail descriptions, along with information 
on additional resources, governing agencies, and permits and fees. It also provides 
listings of the nearest airports, outdoor retailers, campgrounds, transportation, and 
amenities and attractions. Accompanying the specific information on each trip 
are captivating historical vignettes and entertaining personal essays, enhancing 
the reader’s understanding of the area. Whether journeying from near or far, Best 
Backpacking Trips of California and Nevada is the most complete resource for turning 
a dream trip into reality.April

416 pages | 6 x 9 

33 b/w photographs | 50 maps 

16 elevation profiles

paper | 978-0-87417-971-2 

e-book | 978-0-87417-972-9

$24.95

mike white is a writer and former 
community college instructor.  He is 
the author of many outdoor hiking 
guides, including 50 Classic Hikes in 
Nevada.  He lives in Reno, Nevada.

douglas lorain is an author and 
photographer.  He has received the 
National Outdoor Book Award. His 
publications include Backpacking 
Wyoming, Backpacking Oregon, and 
Backpacking Washington. He lives in 
Hamilton, Montana.

    n a t u r e  /  o u t d o o r s 
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A guide to the adventures of a lifetime

Best Backpacking Trips 
in California and Nevada

mike white  and douglas lorain



“With the unflinching honesty and powerful emotion of Cheryl Strayed and Jeannette Walls, 
Denice Turner unwraps her family’s legacies to find the story behind her mother’s death 
and her own pain. Often angry, frequently tender and funny, Worthy is a beautifully written 
memoir about family, forgiveness, and hope.”     —Eleanor Brown, author of The Weird Sisters

“Turner’s Worthy treads fragile ground. Hers is a story of a real and messy life lived on a fault 
line. That the story is of a lapsed Mormon feminist woman without easy solutions makes it 
one of the more distinct and relevant memoirs I’ve read in years.”

—Liz Stephens, author of The Days Are Gods

“Worthy is an exquisitely painful and hard-won redemption of a mother and her daughter 
who have both lived too long with a sense of shame. Turner writes a glorious eulogy which 
will appeal to those who have ached to feel loved and yet to be released from this ruthless 
yearning.”		             —Phyllis Barber, author of How I Got Cultured: A Nevada Memoir

Worthy is a memoir of loss and the search for acceptance. Raised in a Mormon 
household, Denice Turner strives to find her place in the Church, longing to be 
worthy of her mother’s love. When her mother dies in a suspicious house fire, Turner 
is forced to face the problems with the stories she inherited. Contemplating the price 
of worthiness, Turner grapples with the mystery of her mother’s death, seeking to 
understand her mother’s battle with chronic pain.

The story unfolds as Turner confronts a history that includes a Greek grandfather 
whose up-from-the-bootstraps legacy refuses to die, the ghosts of two suicidal uncles, 
and a Mormon shrink who claims to see her dead relatives. In the end, this is a 
memoir not just about loss, but about all of the fragile human bonds that are broken 
in pursuit of perfection.

Wry and extraordinarily candid, Worthy will appeal to readers interested in the 
dynamics of family heritage, Mormon doctrine, and the subtle corrosive costs of 
shame.

April

224 pages | 5.5 x 8.5 

paper | 978-0-87417-968-2

e-book | 978-0-87417-975-0

$21.95

denice turner is a specialist in 
life story. She received her PhD from 
the University of Nevada, Reno, and 
teaches at Black Hills State University. 
She lives in Spearfish, South Dakota.

    m e m o i r
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A narrative of extraordinary yearning for belonging and love

Worthy
A Memoir

denice  turner

a memoir

Denice Turner
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Cities, Sagebrush, and Solitude explores the transformation of the largest desert in 
North America, the Great Basin, into America’s last urban frontier. In recent decades 
Las Vegas, Reno, Salt Lake City, and Boise have become the anchors for sprawling 
metropolitan regions. This population explosion has been fueled by the maturing 
of Las Vegas as the nation’s entertainment capital, the rise of Reno as a magnet for 
multitudes of California expatriates, the development of Salt Lake City’s urban 
corridor along the Wasatch Range, and the growth of Boise’s celebrated high-tech 
economy and hip urban culture.

The blooming of cities in a fragile desert region poses a host of environmental 
challenges. The policies required to manage their impact, however, often collide with 
an entrenched political culture that has long resisted 
cooperative or governmental effort. The alchemical 
mixture of three ingredients—cities, aridity, and a 
libertarian political outlook—makes the Great Basin a 
compelling place to study. This book addresses a pressing 
question: are large cities ultimately sustainable in such a 
fragile environment?

March

288 pages | 6 x 9

13 b/w photographs | 2 maps 

paper | 978-0-87417-969-9  

e-book | 978-0-87417-970-5

$34.95s
the urban west series

dennis r. judd is a professor of 
political science at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago.  He has published 
numerous books, including City Poli-
tics: The Political Economy of Urban 
America.

stephanie l.  witt  is a professor  
of public policy and administration  
at Boise State University.  Her pub- 
lications include Urban West: Gov-
erning Cities in Uncertain Times, co-
authored with James B. Weatherby. 

    u r b a n  s t u d i e s  /  e n v i r o n m e n t 

A pioneering study of rapid urban growth in the Great Basin

Cities, Sagebrush, and Solitude
Urbanization and Cultural Conflict in the Great Basin

edited by dennis  r .  judd and stephanie  l .  witt

contributors

alicia barber 

chris blanchard 

jessica l.  deshazo 

brian laurent 

erin daina mclellan 

elizabeth raymond 

todd shallat 

christopher a. simon 

zachary a. smith 

brent s.  steel 

anahit tadevosyan

erika allen wolters
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“Author Christine Reed tells us the complete story of these endangered animals in her new 
book, Saving the Pryor Mountain Mustang: A Legacy of Local and Federal Cooperation. It’s a 
captivating must-read for any horse lover or student of American history.”

—J. Edward de Steiguer, author of Wild Horses of the West: 
History and Politics of America’s Mustangs

In 1968 the residents of Lovell, Wyoming, began the work of saving the Pryor 
Mountain Mustang, a breed of horse with a genetic link dating back to the sixteenth-
century Spanish conquistadores’ horses. In this moving case study, Christine Reed 
shows how, through a grassroots campaign, these residents championed the creation 
of the first federal public wild horse range. Crucial to this provocative analysis of 
local-federal cooperation is the relationship that grew between the Lovell advocates, 
the Bureau of Land Management, and the National Park Service. Long before there 
were federal laws passed to protect wild horse herds across the western states, the 
Pryor Mountain Mustang was preserved through the cooperative efforts of local 
residents and federal officials.

Saving the Pryor Mountain Mustang explores the unique and ongoing relationship 
between locals and the federal government, highlighting the Lovell citizens’ 
philosophy of cooperation instead of the typical mistrust that exists between wild 
horse advocates and federal agencies. The book provides a rich analysis of how a 
determined group of people saved an endangered wild horse herd. The book will 
have wide appeal to wild horse activists, scholars of local and federal governance, and 
western history enthusiasts.

•	 Examines the history of wild horse herd management on  
the Pryor Mountain Wild Horse Range

•	 Serves as a case study for public administration and grassroots advocacy

February

152 pages |5.5 x 8.5

10 b/w photographs | 3 maps 

cloth | 978-0-87417-966-8

e-book | 978-0-87417-967-5

$34.95s

    n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t  /  a n i m a l  s t u d i e s

christine reed is a professor of 
public administration in the College 
of Public Affairs and Community 
Service at the University of Nebraska 
at Omaha. She is the author of sev- 
eral academic articles and book 
chapters on environmental collab-
orative governance, animal ethics, 
and the public management of wild 
horses in the United States and the 
Netherlands.

A unique cooperative effort saves an endangered wild horse herd

Saving the Pryor Mountain Mustang
A Legacy of Local and Federal Cooperation

christine  reed

Christine Reed
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192 pages | 6 x 9 

paper | 978-0-87417-977-4  

e-book | 978-0-87417-890-6

$26.95x

robert b. hackey is a professor 
of health and policy management 
at Providence College and a visiting 
fellow at the Pell Center for Interna-
tional Relations and Public Policy 
at Salve Regina University in Rhode 
Island. He is the author of Rethinking 
Health Care Policy: The New Politics 
of State Regulation and other books.

    p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  /  p o l i c y  s t u d i e s  /  p u b l i c  h e a l t h 

“Interpreting American health politics through the lens of crisis rhetoric is one of the freshest, 
most innovative approaches ever. . . . [Hackey] shows the detrimental consequences of con-
ducting policy debates in crisis rhetoric—something that others have pronounced upon in 
op-eds but never examined so fully.”			          —Deborah Stone, author of 

Policy Paradox: The Art of Political Decision Making

Health care in the United States has been described as a system in crisis since the 
late 1960s. No matter their position, those seeking to improve the system have 
relied on the rhetoric of crisis to build support for their preferred remedies, to 
the point where the language and imagery of a health care crisis are now deeply 
embedded in contemporary politics and popular culture. In Cries of Crisis, Robert 
B. Hackey analyzes media coverage, political speeches, films, and television shows to 
demonstrate the role that language and symbolism have played in framing the health 
care debate, shaping policy making, and influencing public perceptions of problems 
in the health care system.

Hackey shows that the idea of crisis now means so many different things to so 
many different groups that it has ceased to have any shared meaning at all. He argues 
that the constant talk of “crisis,” without a commonly accepted definition of that term, 
has actually impeded efforts to diagnose and treat the chronic problems plaguing 
the American health care system. Instead, he contends, reformers must embrace a 
new rhetorical strategy that links proposals to improve the system with deeply held 
American values such as equality and fairness.

C R I E S  O F  C R I S I S
R E T H I N K I N G  T H E 

H E A L T H  C A R E  D E B A T E

R O B E R T  B. H A C K E Y

new in  paperback

A provocative analysis of America’s efforts toward health care reform

Cries of Crisis
Rethinking the Health Care Debate

robert b .  hackey
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“Working on Earth is a significant contribution to the literature on class, labor, personal his-
tory, and environmentalism. Indeed, it is one of the first volumes of its kind to explain the 
ways in which class and the environment are powerfully, and sometimes tragically, entwined.”

—Kathleen Newman, associate professor of English and cultural studies, 
Carnegie Mellon University, and blogger for the Center for Working Class Studies

This collection of essays examines the relationship between environmental injustice 
and the exploitation of working-class people. Twelve scholars from the fields of 
environmental humanities and the humanistic social sciences explore connections 
between the current and unprecedented rise of environmental degradation, economic 
inequality, and widespread social injustice in the United States and Canada.

The authors challenge prevailing cultural narratives that separate ecological and 
human health from the impacts of modern industrial capitalism. Essay themes range 

from how human survival is linked to nature to how the 
use and abuse of nature benefit the wealthy elite at the 
expense of working-class people and the working poor, 
as well as how climate change will affect cultures deeply 
rooted in the land.

Ultimately, Working on Earth calls for a working-
class ecology as an integral part of achieving just and 
sustainable human development.

February

296 pages | 6 x 9

paper | 978-0-87417-963-7

e-book | 978-0-87417-964-4

$29.95s

christina robertson  earned  
her PhD in literature and the en- 
vironment at the University of 
Nevada, Reno.  She teaches environ-
mental literature, ethnic studies, and 
composition.  

jennifer westerman is assis- 
tant professor of sustainable develop- 
ment at Appalachian State Univer-
sity in Boone, North Carolina.  She  
specializes in environmental litera-
ture, working-class studies, and 
environmental justice.

    e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s t u d i e s  /  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e 

Exploring the intersection of working-class studies and environmental justice

Working on Earth
Class and Environmental Justice

edited by christina robertson and jennifer westerman
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contributors

joni adamson 

paul bogard 

james w. feldman

peter friederici 

scott hicks 

jason roberts

 terre ryan 

debra j.  salazar 

edie steiner

charles waugh
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312 pages | 6.125 x 9.25

32 b/w photographs | 2 maps 

paper | 978-0-87417-976-7  

e-book | 978-0-87417-575-2

$29.95s
the basque series

gloria p. totoricagüena  is 
an academic and public policy and 
political consultant based in Boise, 
Idaho. Her teaching, mentoring, and 
research include two decades with 
university careers at Stanford Univer-
sity; the University of Nevada, Reno; 
and Boise State University, specializ-
ing in Basque studies.

Gloria P. Totoricagüena presents a thorough comparative examination of the re-
markable endurance of Basque identity and culture in six countries of the far-flung 
Basque diaspora. Using the results of interviews and extensive anonymous surveys 
with more than eight hundred informants in the diaspora, plus extensive research in 
archives and printed sources in all six of her study countries, Totoricagüena reveals 
for the first time the complex and interrelated universe of these dispersed Basques. 
She explores the elements of their migration patterns and the institutions that have 
encouraged identity maintenance, the impacts on established communities of each 
new wave of immigrants, and the nature of economic and political ties with the 
homeland.

Totoricagüena offers a superb quantitative study of an aspect of Basque culture 
that has been largely ignored by scholars—the diaspora. In doing so, she enlarges the 
understanding of cultural identity in general—how it is defined and preserved, how 
it evolves over time, and how both the politics of distant places and the most intimate 
family habits can shape an individual’s sense of self. Identity, Culture, and Politics in 
the Basque Diaspora is a major contribution to the knowledge of Basques and their 
persistent political and cultural traditions.

    b a s q u e  s t u d i e s  /  a n t h r o p o l o g y 

4 color 
Trim Size:  6-1/8 x 9-1/4 inches
   Panel width:   6-1/8 inches
   Spine width:  11/16
   Panel depth:  9-1/4 inches

“I don’t ever remember a time when I didn’t know I was Basque. Although my parents 
didn’t speak to me in Basque, my mother spoke to her mother in Basque. My grandparents 
came to the U.S. from Ibarranguelua and wanted to forget the old country. They couldn’t. I 
was born in the U.S. and thought I could be like the Americans. I can’t.”

“Fifth-generation Uruguayan! Can you imagine that I just visited my family’s farmhouse 
near Donibane-Garazi for the first time? I wept. I wept for all that I have missed. For what 
my parents and grandparents never knew. All of my ancestors in Uruguay died without 
knowing, without feeling, without smelling, without completing. Can you imagine that I 
have just visited my family’s farmhouse?”

“In November 1995, Vitoria-Gasteiz, the capital city of the Basque Autonomous Community 
in Spain, hosted the First World Congress of Basque Collectivities. The fourteen different 
countries sending delegates ranged from Canada, with a few thousand Basques and one 
formal organization, to Argentina, which boasted ninety separate Basque organizations and 
numerous smaller social clubs. Delegates had been elected or appointed by their organiza-
tions to travel to the Basque Country—Euskal Herria in the Basque language—to help the 
Basque Autonomous Government formulate policy regarding Basques in the diaspora.

“Curiously, these Basques had more in common than not. Comments from interviews 
regarding Basque identity maintenance revealed very similar responses, whether from 
fourth-generation Uruguayans, fifth-generation Argentineans, first-generation Austra-
lians, or second-generation Belgians: ‘We are Basques who live outside the homeland, but 
that does not make us any less Basque.’

“Until this congress, these people had not met each other, nor had any of these orga-
nizations ever interacted institutionally, with the exception of Argentina with Uruguay. 
If generally accepted theories of acculturation and assimilation would be considered, 
these Basques should have all been very distinct from each other because of the influence 
of the host society to which their ancestors had emigrated. By the fifth generation, they 
should exhibit characteristics common to the new society. Why then was there so much 
homogeneity and consensus in their views toward ethnonationalism and ethnic identity 
maintenance when their host societies are so different from one another? This book aims 
to answer this puzzling question and to describe diaspora Basques individually and col-
lectively with regard to their persistent connection to Basque ethnic identity and to their 
transnational diaspora linkages.”

  —From Identity, Culture, and Politics in the Basque Diaspora

University of Nevada Press

i d e n t i t y,  c u lt u r e ,  a n d  p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e 

g l o r i a  p.  t o t o r i c a g  e n a

Basque Diaspora

c
  Identity, C

ulture, and Politics in the Basque D
iaspora

totoricagena

Nevada

b a s q u e  s t u d i e s  /  e t h n o n at i o n a l i s m

11/16" spine

new in  paperback

A comparative study of ethnic identity

Identity, Culture, and Politics  
in the Basque Diaspora

gloria p.  totoricagüena
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292 pages | 6.125 x 9.25

5 b/w photographs | 4 maps | 1 table 

paper | 978-0-87417-965-1

e-book | 978-0-87417-880-7

$34.95s
the basque series

jacqueline urla is professor of 
anthropology and the director of the 
Modern European Studies Program 
at the University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst. She has published numer-
ous articles and essays on the Basque 
culture and language and is the co- 
editor of Deviant Bodies: Critical 
Perspectives on Difference in Science 
and Popular Culture.

“In this superb ethnographic work of the heart and mind, Urla brings Basque language acti-
vism into new focus. . . . It has much to offer a broad audience of anthropologists, sociologists, 
and historians interested in social transformations of popular and political action in later 
modernity.”			                —Kathryn A. Woolard, American Ethnologist

“This is the best study of the politics of Basque language use that we have in English.”
—Sharryn Kasmir, author of The “Myth” of Mondragon: 

Cooperatives, Politics, and Working-Class Life in a Basque Town

“Reclaiming Basque is a landmark study of one of the most fascinating and controversial social 
movements in Europe today, offering new theoretical insights not only about the Basque 
Country but also about the complex relationships between nationhood and language.”

—Justin Crumbaugh, author of Destination Dictatorship: 
The Spectacle of Spain’s Tourist Boom and the Reinvention of Difference

The Basque language, Euskara, is one of Europe’s most ancient tongues and a vital part 
of today’s lively Basque culture. Reclaiming Basque examines the ideology, methods, 
and discourse of the Basque-language revitalization movement over the course of the 
past century and the way this effort has unfolded alongside the simultaneous Basque 
nationalist struggle for autonomy. Jacqueline Urla employs extensive long-term 
fieldwork, interviews, and close examination of a vast range of documents in several 
media to uncover the strategies that have been used to preserve and revive Euskara 
and the various controversies that have arisen among Basque-language advocates.

    b a s q u e  s t u d i e s  /  a n t h r o p o l o g y 

new in  paperback

An examination of Basque-language activism in the twentieth century

Reclaiming Basque
Language, Nation, and Cultural Activism

jacqueline  urla

Reclaiming 
Basque
LANGUAGE, NATION, AND CULTURAL ACTIVISM

JACQUELINE URLA
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$49.95
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Photography by Stephen 
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$29.95

George Wingfield: 
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paper, 978-0-87417-929-3
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$29.95

nevada/regional 
history

The Archaeology of 
the Donner Party
Donald L. Hardesty
paper, 978-0-87417-661-2
$18.95x

At Pyramid Lake
Bernard Mergen
paper, 978-0-87417-939-2
e-book, 978-0-87417-940-8
$26.95

Barbara F. Vucanovich: 
From Nevada to Congress, 
and Back Again
Barbara F. Vucanovich and 
Patricia D. Cafferata
cloth, 978-0-87417-623-0
$34.95
paper, 978-0-87417-943-9
e-book, 978-0-87417-944-6
$24.95

Beyond the Mafia: 
Italian Americans and the 
Development of Las Vegas
Alan Balboni
paper, 978-0-87417-681-0
$21.95

Boomtown Saloons: 
Archaeology and History 
in Virginia City
Kelly J. Dixon
paper, 978-0-87417-703-9
$21.95x

Building Hoover Dam: 
An Oral History of the 
Great Depression
Andrew J. Dunar and 
Dennis McBride
paper, 978-0-87417-489-2
$24.95

Changing the Game: Women at 
Work in Las Vegas, 1940–1990
Joanne L. Goodwin
paper, 978-0-87417-960-6
e-book, 978-0-87417-961-3
$27.95s

Christmas in Nevada
Patricia D. Cafferata
cloth, 978-0-87417-949-1
e-book, 978-0-87417-950-7
$26.95

The Civilian Conservation 
Corps in Nevada: From Boys 
to Men
Renée Corona Kolvet and 
Victoria Ford
cloth, 978-0-87417-676-6
$34.95s

Connecting the West: 
Historic Railroad Stops and 
Stage Stations in Elko County, 
Nevada
Shawn Hall
paper, 978-0-87417-499-1
$29.95

Death Valley National Park: 
A History
Hal K. Rothman and Char Miller
paper, 978-087417-925-5
e-book, 978-087417-926-2
$24.95

Devils Will Reign: 
How Nevada Began
Sally Zanjani
paper, 978-0-87417-724-4
$18.95

se  l ecte    d  b a c k l i st
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Jews in Nevada: A History
John P. Marschall
cloth, 978-0-87417-737-4
$34.95
paper, 978-0-87417-845-6
e-book, 978-0-87417-748-0
$26.95

Landing in Las Vegas: 
Commercial Aviation and the 
Making of a Tourist City
Daniel K. Bubb
cloth, 978-0-87417-872-2
e-book, 978-0-87417-876-0
$34.95s

Las Vegas: 
A Centennial History
Eugene P. Moehring and 
Michael S. Green
cloth, 978-0-87417-611-7
$44.95s
paper, 978-0-87417-615-5
$21.95

Lost in Austin: 
A Nevada Memoir
Jim Andersen
paper, 978-0-87417-787-9
e-book, 978-0-87417-802-9
$21.95

The Main Event: Boxing in 
Nevada from the Mining 
Camps to the Las Vegas Strip
Richard O. Davies
cloth, 978-0-87417-928-6
e-book, 978-0-87417-938-5
$29.95

The Making of Modern Nevada
Hal K. Rothman
paper, 978-0-87417-826-5
e-book, 978-0-87417-833-3
$21.95

Nevada: A History
Robert Laxalt
paper, 978-0-87417-179-2
$19.95

Nevada Place Names: 
A Geographical Dictionary
Helen S. Carlson
paper, 978-0-87417-094-8
e-book, 978-0-87417-403-8
$24.95

Nevada’s Changing Wildlife 
Habitat: An Ecological History
George E. Gruell with 
Sherman Swanson
cloth, 978-0-87417-871-5
$39.95s

Nevada’s Changing Wildlife 
Habitat (contd.)
paper, 978-0-87417-707-7
e-book, 978-0-87417-878-4
$24.95

Nevada’s Environmental 
Legacy: Progress or Plunder
James W. Hulse
paper, 978-0-87417-769-5
$24.95

Nevada’s Historic Buildings: 
A Cultural Legacy
Ronald M. James and 
Elizabeth Safford Harvey
Photographs by Thomas Perkins
cloth, 978-0-87417-797-8
$39.95s
paper, 978-0-87417-798-5
$24.95

Old Heart of Nevada: 
Ghost Towns and Mining 
Camps of Elko County
Shawn Hall
paper, 978-0-87417-295-9
$29.95

Preserving the Glory Days: 
Ghost Towns and Mining 
Camps of Nye County
Shawn Hall
paper, 978-0-87417-317-8
$29.95

Railroads of Nevada and 
Eastern California, Volume I: 
The Northern Roads
David F. Myrick
cloth, 978-0-87417-193-8
$75.00

Railroads of Nevada and 
Eastern California, Volume II: 
The Southern Roads
David F. Myrick
cloth, 978-0-87417-194-5
$75.00

Railroads of Nevada and 
Eastern California, Volume III: 
More on the Northern Roads
David F. Myrick
cloth, 978-0-87417-701-5
$75.00

Boxing in nevada 
from the Mining CaMps  

to the Las vegas strip

the
Main
event

riChard o. davies

ROBERT LAXALT

NEVADA
H I S T O R Y

Originally published in 1977 as Robert Laxalt’s contribution 

to a series of books observing the nation’s bicentennial, 

Nevada: A History is an evocative portrait of the state and 

its people. In a gently sentimental style, Laxalt’s narrative 

history offers readers a highly personal review of the Silver 

State’s past, combined with delightful anecdotes. Noting 

that “nothing is more revealing of the character, attitudes, 

and environment of a region than the pure language of the 

people who inhabit it,” Laxalt quotes liberally from conver-

sations he heard through the years, furthering his effort to 

explore all aspects of the state. Nevada is a guide through 

the past—a past of troubled times, good times, hard times. 

From range life and mining towns to the gambling scene 

and politics, Laxalt shares his intimate knowledge of the 

state. He includes well-known history of the thirty-sixth 

state, but more importantly, he presents “forgotten” his-

tory: the cattlemen and sheep men, political personages, 

and true Nevadans. 

This edition features an updated preface by the author 

and a selection of photographs not included in the original 

publication.

Nevada author Robert Laxalt received international 

critical acclaim for his work, which has been read and 

translated throughout the United States, the United King-

dom, Europe, and South America. Laxalt was a United 

Press correspondent, a Fulbright research scholar, a con-

sultant on Basque culture to the Library of Congress, and a 

member of the Nevada Writers’ Hall of Fame. Laxalt is the 

author seventeen books, including Sweet Promised Land, 

The Basque Hotel, and Man in a Wheatfield. His most re-

cent work, Travels with My Royal: A Memoir of the Writing 

Life, was published shortly after his death in March 2001.

University of Nevada Press
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   R E G I O N A L  H I S T O R Y

Nevada’s	colorful	and	eventful	history	is	amply	reflected	in	the	

rich	diversity	of	its	place	names.	Names	like	Bloody	Run,	Dead	

Peak,	Burning	Moscow,	Skeleton	Hills,	and	Physic	Spring	pique	

the	imagination	of	the	casual	traveler	and	inspire	the	curiosity	of	the		

history	buff.	Who	created	these	names,	and	what	events	inspired	them?

Author	and	researcher	Helen	Carlson	spent	fourteen	years	in	her	search	

for	the	origins	of	Nevada’s	place	names,	relying	on	the	maps	of	explorers,	

miners,	government	accounts,	archival	documents,	county	records,	and	

newspaper	files.	The	result	of	her	labor	is	Nevada Place Names,	a	fascinat-

ing	mixture	of	history	spiced	with	folklore,	legend,	and	obscure	facts.

The	sources	of	Nevada’s	place	names	are	many.	From	the	native	Indians	

came	such	names	as	Winnemucca,	to	honor	a	famous	Paiute	chief,	and	

Jarbidge,	after	a	mythical	devil-giant	who	roamed	the	canyons	and	preyed	

upon	Indians.	The	mountain	men,	trappers,	and	explorers	left	such	names	

as	the	Carson	River,	after	Kit	Carson,	and	Las	Vegas,	for	its	fertile	plains.	

From	Mormon	colonists	and	early	emigrants	to	railroaders	and	prospec-

tors,	all	left	their	trace	in	Nevada’s	names.

Nevada Place Names	is	an	invaluable	reference	tool	for	anyone	inter-

ested	in	the	state	and	its	past;	it	also	offers	engrossing	reading	for	any-

one	curious	about	the	name	at	the	side	of	the	road	and	the	people	who	

lived	and	worked	there.

University	of	Nevada	Press

Cover	photo:	Nevada	desert	and	hills.		
Photographer	unknown.
Cover	design:	Kathleen	Szawiola
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JAMES W. HULSE

Nevada’s Heritage Reinterpreted 

THE SILVER STATE
Third Edition
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Nevada has changed dramatically over the past quarter century, and in this third 

edi tion of The Silver State, renowned historian James W. Hulse recounts the major 

events—historical, political, and social—that have shaped our state. Hulse’s cohesive 

and readable approach off ers students and general readers an accessible account of 

Ne va da’s colorful history.

 The new edition highlights the social and political changes that have occurred since 

the original publication of The Silver State in 1991. Hulse discusses the impact of a 

grow ing population; changes in the economy and educational system; the expanding 

roles of women; recent developments in state politics, including the 2003 legislative 

session; the infl uence of Nevada’s growing ethnic population and increasingly diver-

gent demographic groups; and the impact of federal policies, including President 

George W. Bush’s 2002 decision to authorize the opening of a nuclear-waste depos-

itory at Yucca Mountain. In addition, all the recommended reading lists have been 

updated.

 The Silver State explores many dimensions of the Nevada experience and its 

peo ples—from the prehistoric Anasazi Indians to the creators of extravagant casinos 

on the Las Vegas Strip; from dust-stained Comstock miners to the state’s contem-

porary and very cosmopolitan Sunbelt population. This book will inspire read ers to 

take an oth er look at the rich cultural heritage and eventful history of Ne va da, the

Silver State.

A native of Pioche, Nevada, james w. hulse  is professor emeritus of history at the 

University of Nevada, Reno. He is the author of ten books, including Forty Years in the 

Wilderness: Impressions of Nevada, 1940–1980 and The Nevada Adventure: A History, 

both published by the University of Nevada Press.

h i s t o r y

cover art: Maynard Dixon, Alder Creek Ranch, Humboldt County,  
1927. Courtesy Special Collections Department, University Library, 
University of Nevada, Reno

university of nevada press
Reno, Nevada 89557–0076 / www.nvbooks.nevada.edu

nevada

WAT E R 
P O L I T I C S

I N  N O R T H E R N  N E V A D A

 L E A H  J.  W I L D S

A  C E N T U R Y  O F  S T R U G G L E

S E C O N D  E D I T I O N
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Mike White

Classic
Hikes in 
Nevada

Wild Horse Annie: 
Velma Johnston and Her 
Fight to Save the Mustang
Alan J. Kania
cloth, 978-0-87417-873-9
$26.95
paper, 978-0-87417-917-0
e-book, 978-0-87417-893-7
$21.95

Wild Nevada: Testimonies 
on Behalf of the Desert
Edited by Roberta Moore and 
Scott Slovic
paper, 978-0-87417-613-1
$16.95

travel  and 
outdoors

50 Classic Hikes in Nevada: 
From the Ruby Mountains to 
Red Rock Canyon
Mike White
paper, 978-0-87417-629-2
e-book, 978-0-87417-667-4
$18.95

Reno, Las Vegas, and the Strip: 
A Tale of Three Cities
Eugene P. Moehring
cloth, 978-0-87417-955-2
e-book, 978-0-87417-956-9
$34.95s

Resort City in the Sunbelt: 
Las Vegas, 1930–2000, 
Second Edition
Eugene P. Moehring
paper, 978-0-87417-356-7
$21.95x

The River and the Railroad: 
An Archaeological History 
of Reno
Mary Ringhoff and 
Edward J. Stoner
cloth, 978-0-87417-843-2
$34.95s

Romancing Nevada’s Past: 
Ghost Towns and Historic Sites 
of Eureka, Lander, and White 
Pine Counties
Shawn Hall
paper, 978-0-87417-228-7
$29.95

The Sagebrush State: 
Nevada’s History, Government, 
and Politics, Fourth Edition
Michael W. Bowers
paper, 978-087417-923-1
e-book, 978-087417-924-8
$21.95x

Searchlight: 
The Camp That Didn’t Fail
Harry Reid
paper, 978-0-87417-753-4
e-book, 978-0-87417-422-9
$18.95

The Silver State: 
Nevada’s Heritage Rein-
terpreted, Third Edition
James W. Hulse
paper, 978-0-87417-592-9
e-book, 978-0-87417-720-6
$21.95x

St. Thomas, Nevada: A History
Aaron McArthur
paper, 978-0-87417-919-4
e-book, 978-0-87417-920-0
$24.95

Tahoe Heritage: The Bliss 
Family of Glenbrook, Nevada
Sessions S. Wheeler with 
William W. Bliss
paper, 978-0-87417-299-7
$19.95

Twenty Miles from a Match: 
Homesteading in Western 
Nevada
Sarah E. Olds
paper, 978-0-87417-052-8
e-book, 978-0-87417-461-8
$16.95

Uncovering Nevada’s Past: 
A Primary Source History 
of the Silver State
Edited by John B. Reid and 
Ronald M. James
paper, 978-0-87417-567-7
e-book, 978-0-87417-650-6
$19.95x

Water Politics in Northern 
Nevada: A Century of Struggle, 
Second Edition
Leah J. Wilds
paper, 978-0-87417-951-4
e-book, 978-0-87417-952-1
$21.95s
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Monsters in the Woods: 
Backpacking with Children
Tim Hauserman
paper, 978-0-87417-711-4
$15.95

Touring the Sierra Nevada
Cheryl Angelina Koehler
paper, 978-0-87417-700-8
$24.95

A Travel Guide to Basque 
America: Families, Feasts, 
and Festivals, Second Edition
Nancy Zubiri
paper, 978-0-87417-632-2
$24.95

short histories

A Short History of Carson City
Richard Moreno
paper, 978-0-87417-836-4
$21.95

A Short History of Lake Tahoe
Michael J. Makley
paper, 978-0-87417-850-0
e-book, 978-0-87417-866-1
$21.95

A Short History of Las Vegas, 
Second Edition
Barbara Land and Myrick Land
paper, 978-0-87417-564-6
$17.95

A Short History of Reno
Barbara Land and Myrick Land
paper, 978-0-87417-262-1
$18.95

A Short History of Sonoma
Lynn Downey
paper, 978-0-87417-912-5
e-book, 978-0-87417-913-2
$21.95

A Short History of Virginia City
Ronald M. James and 
Susan A. James
paper, 978-0-87417-947-7
e-book, 978-0-87417-948-4
$21.95 

mining history

After the Boom in Tombstone 
and Jerome, Arizona: Decline 
in Western Resource Towns
Eric L. Clements
paper, 978-0-87417-958-3
$34.95

Bodie’s Gold: Tall Tales and 
True History from a California 
Mining Town
Marguerite Sprague
paper, 978-0-87417-856-2
$24.95

Calaveras Gold: 
The Impact of Mining on 
a Mother Lode County
Ronald H. Limbaugh and 
Willard P. Fuller
cloth, 978-0-87417-546-2
$39.95

Comstock Women: The Making 
of a Mining Community
Edited by Ronald M. James 
and C. Elizabeth Raymond
paper, 978-0-87417-297-3
$24.95

The Glory Days in 
Goldfield, Nevada
Sally Zanjani
cloth, 978-0-87417-520-2
$31.95

The Gold Rush Letters of E. 
Allen Grosh and 
Hosea B. Grosh
Edited by Ronald M. James 
and Robert E. Stewart
cloth, 978-0-87417-885-2
e-book, 978-0-87417-892-0
$29.95

The History of the 
Comstock Lode
Grant H. Smith
paper, 978-1-888035-04-9
$21.95

The Infamous King of the 
Comstock: William Sharon and 
the Gilded Age in the West
Michael J. Makley
cloth, 978-0-87417-630-8
$34.95s
paper, 978-0-87417-779-4
$24.95

John Mackay: 
Silver King in the Gilded Age
Michael J. Makley
cloth, 978-0-87417-770-1
$34.95s

Decline in Western Resource Towns

After the Boom 
in Tombstone and 
Jerome, Arizona
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Nevada Eric L. Clements

Clements

m i n i n g  h i s t o r y  /  a r i z o n a  h i s t o r y

Praise for  After the Boom in Tombstone and Jerome, Arizona

University of Nevada Press
c o v e r  p h o t o :  A house in Jerome sliding into history. 
Courtesy Eric Clements

5 3 4 9 5

9 780874 179583

ISBN 978-0-87417-958-3

Edited by  
Ronald M. James and Robert E. Stewart

of
    E. Allen Grosh & Hosea B. Grosh

The Gold Rush Letters

Sonoma
a  s h o r t  h i s t o r y  o f

Lynn Downey

Virginia City

R O N A L D  M.  J A M E S  A N D  S U S A N  A.  J A M E S

A  S H O R T  H I S T O R Y  O F

i n c l u d i n g  a  w a l k i n g  t o u r

u n i v e r s i t y  o f  n e v a d a  p r e s s   |   17



Last Bonanza Kings: 
The Bourns of San Francisco
Ferol Egan
paper, 978-0-87417-786-2
$29.95

Nevada’s Twentieth-Century 
Mining Boom: Tonopah, 
Goldfield, Ely
Russell R. Elliott
paper, 978-0-87417-133-4
$21.95

A Passion for Gold: 
An Autobiography
Ralph J. Roberts
cloth, 978-0-87417-502-8
$29.95

The Roar and the Silence: 
A History of Virginia City 
and the Comstock Lode
Ronald M. James
paper, 978-0-87417-320-8
e-book, 978-0-87417-417-5
$29.95

Seeing Underground: 
Maps, Models, and Mining 
Engineering in America
Eric C. Nystrom
cloth, 978-0-87417-932-3
e-book, 978-0-87417-933-0
$39.95s

Treasure Hill: Portrait of a 
Silver Mining Camp
W. Turrentine Jackson
paper, 978-0-87417-361-1
$19.95

Tungsten in Peace and War, 
1918–1946
Ronald H. Limbaugh
cloth, 978-0-87417-820-3
$44.95s

natural history

Atlas of Nevada Conifers: 
A Phytogeographic Reference
David Alan Charlet
paper, 978-0-87417-265-2
$35.00

Atlas of the Breeding Birds 
of Nevada
Ted Floyd, Chris S. Elphick, 
Graham Chisholm, Kevin Mack, 
Robert G. Elston, Elisabeth M. 
Ammon, and John D. Boone
cloth, 978-0-87417-695-7
$60.00

Birds of the Great Basin: 
A Natural History
Fred A. Ryser Jr.
paper, 978-0-87417-080-1
$39.95

Birds of the Lahontan Valley: 
A Guide to Nevada’s Wetland 
Oasis
Graham Chisholm and 
Larry A. Neel
paper, 978-0-87417-479-3
$21.95

Cattle in the Cold Desert, 
Expanded Edition
James A. Young and 
B. Abbott Sparks
paper, 978-0-87417-503-5
$24.95x

Cheatgrass: 
Fire and Forage on the Range
James A. Young and 
Charlie D. Clements
cloth, 978-0-87417-765-7
$44.95s

Fishes of the Great Basin: 
A Natural History
William F. Sigler and 
John W. Sigler
paper, 978-0-87417-694-0
$39.95

Geology of the Great Basin
Bill Fiero
paper, 978-0-87417-790-9
$29.95

Honest Horses: 
Wild Horses in the Great Basin
Paula Morin
paper, 978-0-87417-673-5
$24.95

Minerals of Nevada
Stephen B. Castor and 
Gregory C. Ferdock
cloth, 978-0-87417-540-0
$75.00
paper, 978-0-87417-882-1
$45.00

THE ROAR AND THE SILENCE
RONALD  M.  JAMES

   A  H I S T O R Y  O F  V I R G I N I A  C I T Y  A N D  T H E  C O M S T O C K  L O D E THE ROAR AND THE SILENCE

J AMES

NEVADA

9 0 0 0 0

9 780874 173208

ISBN 978-0-87417-320-8

Nevada’s Comstock Mining District has been the focus of legend 
  since it first burst into international prominence in the late  

1850s, and its principal settlement, Virginia City, endures in the popular 
mind as the West’s quintessential mining camp. The Roar and the Silence 
chronicles the area’s history from its earliest days through the early 
twentieth century, when the lode finally gave out, and up to the present, 
when Virginia City and its environs have found new life as a tourist at-
traction and a community of artists. James’s lively, thoughtful text brings 
the Comstock to life again in all its complexity and boom-and-bust 
excitement. 

praise for The Roar and the Silence

“The definitive volume on the history of the district which briefly made  
Nevada the mining capital of the world.”        —Mining History Journal

“The Roar and the Silence is a superior work, and it is in many ways a 
model for the comprehensive examination of a mining community.”

—Annals of Wyoming: The Wyoming History Journal

ronald m. james is Nevada’s state historic preservation officer. He 
is the co-author of Nevada’s Historic Buildings: A Cultural Legacy and co-
editor of Uncovering Nevada’s Past: A Primary Source History of the Silver 
State (both from University of Nevada Press), among others.

University of Nevada Press

Cover illustration: Sectional views of the Belcher Mine 
(Nevada Historical Society).
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HonestHorses

wild horses in the great basin

Paula Morin

F I S H E S  O F  T H E
G R E AT  B A S I N

A  N A T U R A L  H I S T O R Y

W I L L I A M  F.  S I G L E R
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i l l u s t r at e d  b y  s o p h i e  s h e p pa r d
a n d  j i m  m o r g a n
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Conservation Fallout: 
Nuclear Protest at 
Diablo Canyon
John Wills
paper, 978-0-87417-896-8
e-book, 978-0-87417-688-9
$24.95s

Saving Lake Tahoe: 
An Environmental History 
of a National Treasure
Michael M. Makley
paper, 978-0-87417-934-7
e-book, 978-0-87417-935-4
$24.95

western history

The American West: The 
Invention of a Myth
David Hamilton Murdoch
paper, 978-0-87417-369-7
$19.95x

Believing in Place: A Spiritual 
Geography of the Great Basin
Richard V. Francaviglia
cloth, 978-0-87417-542-4
$24.95

Shrubs of the Great Basin: 
A Natural History
Hugh N. Mozingo
paper, 978-0-87417-112-9
$39.95

Wild Plants of the 
Sierra Nevada
Ray S. Vizgirdas and 
Edna M. Rey-Vizgirdas
paper, 978-0-87417-789-3
$29.95

environtmental	
history

Cities and Nature in the 
American West
Edited by Char Miller
paper, 978-0-87417-824-1
e-book, 978-0-87417-847-0
$34.95s

City Dreams, Country 
Schemes: Community and 
Identity in the American West
Edited by Kathleen A. Brosnan 
and Amy L. Scott
paper, 978-0-87417-851-7
e-book, 978-0-87417-864-7
$39.95s

The Mojave Desert: Ecosystem 
Processes and Sustainability
Edited by R. H. Webb, 
L. F. Fenstermaker, J. S. Heaton, 
D. L. Hughson, E. V. McDonald, 
and D. M. Miller
cloth, 978-0-87417-776-3
$65.00s

The Piñon Pine: 
A Natural and Cultural History
Ronald M. Lanner
paper, 978-0-87417-066-5
$18.95

The Sagebrush Ocean: 
A Natural History of the 
Great Basin, Tenth Anniversary 
Edition
Stephen Trimble
cloth, 978-0-87417-343-7
$39.95

The Sespe Wild: Southern 
California’s Last Free River
Bradley John Monsma
paper, 978-0-87417-704-6
$18.95

Class and Gender Politics in 
Progressive-Era Seattle
John C. Putman
cloth, 978-0-87417-736-7
$39.95

Earning Power: 
Women and Work in
Los Angeles, 1880–1930
Eileen V. Wallis
cloth, 978-0-87417-813-5
$39.95s

Frémont: Explorer for a 
Restless Nation
Ferol Egan
paper, 978-0-87417-096-2
e-book, 978-0-87417-898-2
$34.95

Mapping and Imagination 
in the Great Basin: 
A Cartographic History
Richard V. Francaviglia
cloth, 978-0-87417-609-4
$44.95s
paper, 978-0-87417-617-9
$24.95

Edited by 

Kathleen A. Brosnan 
and Amy L. Scott

City Dreams 
Country Schemes
Community and Identity in the American West

   in the american west
cities and nature

edited by char miller

a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h i s t o r y  o f  a  n a t i o n a l  t r e a s u r e

michael  j .  makley

Saving
Lake Tahoe

EARNING
POWER
Women and Work in Los Angeles 1880-1930

E I L E E N  V.  W A L L I S

Class and Gender Politics
in Progressive Era Seattle John C. Putman
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W R I T I N G

W E S T E R N 

H I S T O R Y

E S S A Y S

O N  M A J O R

W E S T E R N

H I S T O R I A N S

r i c h a r d  w.  e t u l a i n e d i t o r
n e w  f o r e w o r d  b y  g l e n d a  r i l e y ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼ 

▼

▼   ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼  ▼

American Indian 

in Reservation Schools 
Educators

Terry Huffman

▼ 

▼ 

cave rock
CLIMBERS, COURTS, AND A WASHOE INDIAN SACRED PLACE

Matthew S. Makley and Michael J. Makley

Corbett Mack

The Life 
of a 
Northern 
Paiute 

  a s  t o l d  b y 
Michael Hittman

Cave Rock: Climbers, Courts, 
and a Washoe Indian Sacred 
Place
Matthew S. Makley and 
Michael J. Makley
paper, 978-0-87417-827-2
e-book, 978-0-87417-848-7
$24.95

Ceremonies of the Damned: 
Poems
Adrian C. Louis
paper, 978-0-87417-302-4
$15.00

Corbett Mack: The Life of 
a Northern Paiute
Michael Hittman
paper, 978-0-87417-915-6
e-book, 978-0-87417-916-3
$27.95

Great Basin Indians: 
An Encyclopedic History
Michael Hittman
cloth, 978-0-87417-909-5
e-book, 978-0-87417-910-1
$65.00s

Great Basin Rock Art: 
Archaeological Perspectives
Edited by Angus R. Quinlan
cloth, 978-0-87417-696-4
$39.95s

Marching Students: 
Chicana and Chicano 
Activism in Education, 
1968 to the Present
Edited by Margarita Berta-Ávila, 
Anita Tijerina Revilla, and 
Julie López Figueroa
paper, 978-0-87417-841-8
e-book, 978-0-87417-861-6
$34.95s

Married to a Daughter of 
the Land: Spanish-Mexican 
Women and Interethnic 
Marriage in California, 
1820–1880
María Raquél Casas
cloth, 978-0-87417-697-1
$34.95s
paper, 978-0-87417-778-7
e-book, 978-0-87417-714-5
$24.95x

The Opium Debate and 
Chinese Exclusion Laws in the 
Nineteenth-Century American 
West
Diana L. Ahmad
paper, 978-0-87417-844-9
e-book, 978-0-87417-712-1
$21.95s

The Overland Journey from 
Utah to California: Wagon 
Travel from the City of Saints 
to the City of Angels
Edward Leo Lyman
cloth, 978-0-87417-501-1
$39.95
paper, 978-0-87417-752-7
$24.95

Race and Homicide in 
Nineteenth-Century California
Clare V. McKanna Jr.
cloth, 978-0-87417-515-8
$29.95
paper, 978-0-87417-728-2
$17.95x

Rough-Water Man: 
Elwyn Blake’s Colorado 
River Expeditions
Richard E. Westwood
paper, 978-0-87417-914-9
e-book, 978-0-87417-419-9
$24.95

Western Places, American 
Myths: How We Think About 
the West
Edited by Gary J. Hausladen
paper, 978-0-87417-662-9
$24.95x

Writing Western History: 
Essays on Major Western 
Historians
Edited by Richard W. Etulain
paper, 978-0-87417-517-2
$24.95x

The Yuma Reclamation Project: 
Irrigation, Indian Allotment, 
and Settlement Along the 
Lower Colorado River
Robert A. Sauder
cloth, 978-0-87417-783-1
$44.95s

native  american	
studies

American Indian Educators 
in Reservation Schools
Terry Huffman
paper, 978-0-87417-946-0
e-book, 978-0-87417-908-8
$27.95s

As Long as the River Shall Run: 
An Ethnohistory of Pyramid 
Lake Indian Reservation
Martha C. Knack and 
Omer C. Stewart
paper, 978-0-87417-334-5
$19.95x
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Life Among the Piutes: 
Their Wrongs and Claims
Sarah Winnemucca Hopkins
paper, 978-0-87417-252-2
e-book, 978-0-87417-398-7
$15.95

The Nature Way
Corbin Harney, as told to and 
edited by Alex Purbrick
paper, 978-0-87417-788-6
e-book, 978-0-87417-804-3
$18.95

Sand in a Whirlwind: 
The Paiute Indian War of 1860, 
Thirtieth Anniversary Edition
Ferol Egan
paper, 978-0-87417-097-9
$26.95

Survival Arts of the 
Primitive Paiutes
Margaret M. Wheat
paper, 978-0-87417-048-1
$24.95

Weavers of Tradition and 
Beauty: Basketmakers of the 
Great Basin
Text by Mary Lee Fulkerson
Photographs by Kathleen Curtis
paper, 978-0-87417-260-7
$19.95

Women of the Apache Nation: 
Voices of Truth
H. Henrietta Stockel
paper, 978-0-87417-221-8
$19.95 

basque studies/	
international	
studies

Amerikanuak: 
Basques in the New World
William A. Douglass and 
Jon Bilbao
paper, 978-0-87417-625-4
$29.95x

Aurrera! A Textbook for 
Studying Basque, Volume 1
Linda White
cloth, 978-0-87417-726-8
$65.00s

Aurrera! A Textbook for 
Studying Basque, Volume 2
Linda White
cloth, 978-0-87417-784-8
$60.00s

Back to Bizkaia: 
A Basque-American Memoir
Vince J. Juaristi
paper, 978-0-87417-859-3
e-book, 978-0-87417-865-4
$21.95

Basque-English Dictionary
Gorka Aulestia
cloth, 978-0-87417-126-6
$50.00

Basque-English 
English-Basque Dictionary
Gorka Aulestia and Linda White
paper, 978-0-87417-178-5
$24.95

The Basque Language: 
A Practical Introduction
Alan R. King
paper, 978-0-87417-895-1
$39.95

The Basques, the Catalans,
 and Spain: Alternative Routes 
to Nationalist Mobilisation
Daniele Conversi
paper, 978-0-87417-362-8
$21.95

Basques in the Philippines
Marciano R. de Borja
paper, 978-0-87417-883-8
e-book, 978-0-87417-891-3
$29.95

Chorizos in an Iron Skillet: 
Memories and Recipes from 
an American Basque Daughter
Mary Ancho Davis
paper, 978-0-87417-445-8
$21.95

Diasporas in the New Media 
Age: Identity, Politics, and 
Community
Edited by Andoni Alonso and 
Pedro J. Oiarzabal
paper, 978-0-87417-815-9
e-book, 978-0-87417-816-6
$44.95s

An Enduring Legacy: 
The Story of Basques in Idaho
John Bieter and Mark Bieter
paper, 978-0-87417-568-4
$17.95

English-Basque Dictionary
Gorka Aulestia and Linda White
cloth, 978-0-87417-156-3
$45.00

corbin harney

The nature Way

Wisdom from a Western Shoshone Elder
Vince J. Juaristi

  Back to

 Bizkaiao
a  b a s q u e - a m e r i c a n  m e m o i r

THE BASQUE
LANGUAGE
A Practical Introduction 

ALAN R. KING
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speaking through the  aspens
j .  m a l l e a - o l a e t x e

b a s q u e  t r e e  c a r v i n g s i n  c a l i f o r n i a  a n d  n e va d a

Kim Boyer, JD
a n d

Mary Shapiro, MSG, CMC

     
Eldercare
Handbook

for Nevada

The Essential

•

Alzheimer’s 
and 

Dementia

A  P R A C T I C A L 

and L E G A L  G U I D E 

for N E V A D A  C A R E G I V E R S

K I M  B O Y E R ,  J D 
and 

M A R Y  S H A P I R O ,  M S G

U PDAT E D

UNF I T F OR MARR IAGE

IMPOTENT SPOUSES ON TRIAL

IN THE BASQUE REGION OF SPAIN

1 6 5 0 – 1 7 5 0

I n early modern Europe the sacrament of mat-
rimony represented a life-long commitment, 
and the Catholic Church accepted few grounds 

for the dissolution of an unhappy marriage. One of 
these was an unconsummated union owing to the 
sexual impotency of one of the partners. Even then, 
an annulment was granted only after a Church court 
had conducted a lengthy investigation of the case. 

Testimony was solicited from numerous witnesses as 

well as from the aggrieved couple, and the court sub-

jected the allegedly impotent spouse (and sometimes 

both spouses) to an intimate physical examination.

Historian Edward J. Behrend-Martínez  stud-

ied the transcripts of eighty-three impotency trials 

conducted by the ecclesiastical court of the Spanish 

diocese of Calahorra (La Rioja), an area incorporating 

both Basque and Castilian populations and includ-

ing town and rural parishes. From these records, he 

has produced a revealing portrait of private life and 

public sexuality in these early years of the modern 

era. The foundation of these trials, he demonstrates, 

represented far more than a salacious inquiry into the 

intimate details of other people’s lives. Marital sex dur-

ing this period was valued by both Church and the lay 

community as a cornerstone of stable society, intended 

not only for procreation but for maintaining domestic 

harmony. For these reasons, every couple’s sex life, 

however private in practice or intention, was a matter 

of public and ecclesiastical concern.

The transcripts provide insights into the dynamics 

of daily marital life and the role that property, gender, 

and personal preference played in marriage. They also 

reveal information about medical knowledge at the 

time and about contemporary understanding of the 

physiology and psychology of sex. Unfit for Marriage is 
the first study in English to address the proceedings of 

a Spanish ecclesiastical court and is a vivid portrait of 

marriage and marital sex in early modern Europe.  

Edward J. Behrend-Martínez is assistant professor 
of history at Appalachian State University. He has 

published several articles on the social history of  

early modern Spain. This is his first book.

Jacket illustrations: “Impotency in Marriage,” Flemish, ca 1290. 
Photo No. W133 f.277 detail. The Walters Art Museum, Baltimore. 
Background circle pattern © iStockphoto.com/Nick Schlax.
Jacket design: Kimberly Glyder Design
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“The book is a very significant contribution to the literature-—historical,  
theological, and anthropological. It helps to overcome the historical preoccupation 

with Inquisition trials by demonstrating the richness of ordinary Church court cases 

and fills an important gap in our knowledge. For an early modern European history, 

the book is surprisingly sexy, while at the same time maintaining a dignified and 

tasteful level of discourse. The author is scholarly, measured, and trustworthy.”

—Stanley H. Brandes, professor and chair of 
Department of Anthropology, University of California, Berkeley

 

“This book will last many generations as a pioneering 

work in both research and methodology.”

—Helen Nader, professor of history, University of Arizona

From Unfit for Marriage: 
This book is about men—and women—accused by their spouses of being impotent 

in an era and place when such an indictment could dissolve unconsummated mar-

riages. In itself, each impotence trial seems to be a trivial example of recognizable 

sexual and marital problems. There are the tales of a pathetic nobleman who could 

not “get it up,” a wife wanting to escape a marriage she never agreed to, and a young 

man who accused himself of impotence in order to desert his pregnant wife and flee 

on a ship to Mexico. But impotence trials serve the historian as much more than lurid 

and tragic tales of everyday life. They were deliberate, well-documented events that 

enmeshed several important societal institutions (Church courts, the law, marriage, 

and the practice of medicine) with fundamental aspects of the daily life of early mod-

ern Europeans (sex, reproduction, gender, and property). Each trial involved issues 

that cut to the heart of the way early modern Europeans understood sex, religion, 

community, gender, and marriage.  

UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA PRESS

UNF I T F OR  MARR IAGE
PRAISE FOR

EUROPEAN HISTORY / BASQUE HISTORY

The Rise of the Biggest Little 
City: An Encyclopedic History 
of Reno Gaming, 1931–1981
Dwayne Kling
paper, 978-0-87417-829-6
$29.95

public  health

Alzheimer’s and Dementia: 
A Practical and Legal Guide 
for Nevada Caregivers
Kim Boyer and Mary Shapiro
paper, 978-0-87417-858-6
e-book, 978-0-87417-863-0
$21.95

The Essential Eldercare 
Handbook for Nevada
Kim Boyer and Mary Shapiro
paper, 978-0-08741-941-5
e-book, 978-0-87417-942-2
$21.95

Obesity Surgery: 
Stories of Altered Lives
Marta Meana and 
Lindsey Ricciardi
cloth, 978-0-87417-739-8, 
$49.95
paper, 978-0-87417-740-4
e-book, 978-0-87417-741-1
$18.95

Juan Bautista de Anza: 
Basque Explorer in the New 
World, 1693–1740
Donald T. Garate
paper, 978-0-87417-626-1
$24.95

The Land of My Fathers: 
A Son Returns to the 
Basque Country
Robert Laxalt
cloth, 978-0-87417-338-3
e-book, 978-0-87417-395-6
$21.00

National Identity
Anthony D. Smith
paper, 978-0-87417-204-1
$18.95x

Politics, Culture, and 
Sociability in the Basque 
Nationalist Party
Roland Vazquez
cloth, 978-0-87417-822-7
$39.95s

Speaking Through the Aspens: 
Basque Tree Carvings in 
California and Nevada
J. Mallea-Olaetxe
paper, 978-0-87417-762-6
$29.95

Unfit for Marriage: Impotent 
Spouses on Trial in the Basque 
Region of Spain, 1650–1750
Edward J. Behrend-Martinez
paper, 978-0-87417-957-6
$29.95s

War, Judgment, and Memory 
in the Basque Borderlands, 
1914–1945
Sandra Ott
cloth, 978-0-87417-738-1
$39.95s

gambling studies

Casino Accounting and 
Financial Management, 
Second Edition
E. Malcolm Greenlees
cloth, 978-0-87417-767-1
e-book, 978-0-87417-777-0
$60.00s

Dummy Up and Deal: Inside 
the Culture of Casino Dealing
H. Lee Barnes
paper, 978-0-87417-622-3
e-book, 978-0-87417-550-9
$18.95

Gambling, Space, and Time: 
Shifting Boundaries and 
Cultures
Edited by Pauliina Raento 
and David G. Schwartz
cloth, 978-0-87417-853-1
e-book, 978-0-87417-867-8
$39.95s

License to Steal: Nevada’s 
Gaming Control System in the 
Megaresort Age
Jeff Burbank
cloth, 978-0-87417-339-0, 
$29.95
paper, 978-0-87417-624-7
e-book, 978-0-87417-472-4
$21.95

The New Politics of Indian 
Gaming: The Rise of 
Reservation Interest Groups
Edited by Kenneth N. Hansen 
and Tracy A. Skopek
cloth, 978-0-87417-842-5
$49.95s

The Players: The Men Who 
Made Las Vegas
Edited by Jack Sheehan
paper, 978-0-87417-306-2
$18.95
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american studies

Atomic Comics: Cartoonists 
Confront the Nuclear World
Ferenc Morton Szasz
cloth, 978-0-87417-874-6, 
$34.95s
paper, 978-0-87417-918-7
e-book, 978-087417-879-1
$19.95

Bombs in the Backyard: 
Atomic Testing and American 
Politics, Second Edition
A. Costandina Titus
paper, 978-0-87417-370-3
$24.95

Embattled Memories: 
Contested Meanings in 
Korean War Memorials
Suhi Choi
cloth, 978-0-87417-936-1
e-book, 978-0-87417-937-8
$34.95s

Everyday Las Vegas: 
Local Life in a Tourist Town
Rex J. Rowley
cloth, 978-0-87417-905-7
$39.95s
paper, 978-0-97417-945-3
e-book, 978-0-87417-906-4
$24.95

Homeless in Las Vegas: 
Stories from the Street
Kurt Borchard
paper, 978-0-87417-837-1
$24.95

Imaging Hoover Dam: 
The Making of a Cultural Icon
Anthony F. Arrigo
cloth, 978-0-87417-953-8
e-book, 978-0-87417-954-5
$39.95s

In the Desert of Desire: 
Las Vegas and the Culture 
of Spectacle
William L. Fox
cloth, 978-0-87417-563-9, 
$24.95
paper, 978-0-87417-727-5
e-book, 978-0-87417-652-0
$18.95

Witnesses to the Struggle: 
Imaging the 1930s California 
Labor Movement
Anne Loftis
paper, 978-0-87417-450-2
$24.95

The Word on the Street: 
Homeless Men in Las Vegas
Kurt Borchard
cloth, 978-0-87417-607-0
$34.95s
paper, 978-0-87417-723-7
$21.95

Wrangling Women: Humor and 
Gender in the American West
Kristin M. McAndrews
paper, 978-0-87417-758-9
21.95x

fiction

The Basque Hotel
Robert Laxalt
paper, 978-0-87417-216-4
$18.00

Cold Deck
H. Lee Barnes
cloth, 978-0-87417-884-5
e-book, 978-0-87417-888-3
$26.95

Cross over Water
Richard Yañez
paper, 978-0-87417-838-8
e-book, 978-0-87417-840-1
$22.00

A Cup of Tea in Pamplona
Robert Laxalt
paper, 978-0-87417-192-1, $18.00

Dead Neon: 
Tales of Near-Future Las Vegas
Edited by Todd James Pierce 
and Jarret Keene
paper, 978-0-87417-828-9
e-book, 978-0-87417-835-7
$20.00

Dust Devils
Robert Laxalt
paper, 978-0-87417-300-0
$16.00

El Paso del Norte: 
Stories on the Border
Richard Yañez
paper, 978-0-87417-533-2
e-book, 978-0-87417-904-0
$16.00

Imaging
Hoover 
Dam

anthony f.  arrigo

the 
making 
of  a 
cultural 
icon

Contested Meanings
in Korean War Memorials

EMBATTLED
MEMORIES

SUHI CHOI

H .  Le e  Bar n e s

c o l d 

d e c k

a 
nov e l

r o b e r t 
l a x a l t

A Cup of Tea in Pamplona
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l iterature

The Basket Woman: 
A Book of Indian Tales
Mary Austin
paper, 978-0-87417-336-9
$17.00

Bonelight: Ruin and Grace in 
the New Southwest
Mary Sojourner
paper, 978-0-87417-584-4
$12.95

Cactus Thorn
Mary Austin
paper, 978-0-87417-253-9
$18.00

Carol and John Steinbeck: 
Portrait of a Marriage
Susan Shillinglaw
cloth, 978-0-87417-930-9
e-book, 978-0-87417-931-6
$34.95

Chicana Ways: Conversations 
with Ten Chicana Writers
Karin Rosa Ikas
paper, 978-0-87417-493-9
$19.95

The Garden of the World
Lawrence Coates
paper, 978-0-87417-870-8
e-book, 978-0-87417-877-7
$22.00

Going Through Ghosts
Mary Sojourner
paper, 978-0-87417-809-8
e-book, 978-0-87417-810-4
$25.00

The Good Oak
Martin Etchart
paper, 978-0-87417-602-5
e-book, 978-0-87417-897-5
$18.00

Gunning for Ho: 
Vietnam Stories
H. Lee Barnes
paper, 978-0-87417-346-8
e-book, 978-0-87417-901-9
$15.00

In the Shadow of the Strip: 
Las Vegas Stories
Edited by Richard Logsdon, 
Todd Moffett, and Tina D. 
Eliopulos
paper, 978-0-87417-549-3
$16.00

The Last Shepherd
Martin Etchart
paper, 978-0-87417-886-9
e-book, 978-0-87417-887-6
$22.00

Liberty Lanes
Robin Troy
paper, 978-0-87417-857-9
e-book, 978-0-87417-869-2
$22.00

The Lucky
H. Lee Barnes
paper, 978-0-87417-539-4
e-book, 978-0-87417-900-2
$22.00

The Master of Monterey
Lawrence Coates
paper, 978-0-87417-529-5
e-book, 978-0-87417-902-6
$20.00

The Mechanics of Falling 
and Other Stories
Catherine Brady
cloth, 978-0-87417-763-3
e-book, 978-0-87417-775-6
$25.00

Minimal Damage: 
Stories of Veterans
H. Lee Barnes
cloth, 978-0-87417-721-3
$24.95
paper, 978-0-87417-911-8
e-book, 978-0-87417-729-9
$19.00

Small Rocks Rising
Susan Lang
paper, 978-0-87417-504-2
e-book, 978-0-87417-793-0
$18.00

Sunland
Don Waters
cloth, 978-0-87417-921-7
e-book, 978-0-87417-922-4
$25.95

That Constant Coyote: 
California Stories
Gerald W. Haslam
cloth, 978-0-87417-160-0
$22.00
paper, 978-0-87417-161-7
$19.00

MA R TI N E TC HA R T

The Last Shepherd

A NOVEL

sunland

don waters

a novel
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Down by the Lemonade 
Springs: Essays on Wallace 
Stegner
Jackson J. Benson
paper, 978-0-87417-446-5
$24.95

The Flock
Mary Austin
paper, 978-0-87417-355-0
$19.95

Flying over Sonny Liston: 
Poems
Gary Short
paper, 978-0-87417-285-0
$14.00

Genesis, Structure, and 
Meaning in Gary Snyder’s 
Mountains and Rivers 
Without End
Anthony Hunt
cloth, 978-0-87417-545-5
$39.95

The House on Breakaheart 
Road: Poems
Gailmarie Pahmeier
paper, 978-0-87417-313-0
$12.00

How I Got Cultured: 
A Nevada Memoir
Phyllis Barber
paper, 978-0-87417-233-1
$14.95

Imagining Los Angeles: 
A City in Fiction
David Fine
paper, 978-0-87417-603-2
$18.95

Literary Nevada: 
Writings from the Silver State
Edited by Cheryll Glotfelty
cloth, 978-0-87417-755-8
$60.00
paper, 978-0-87417-759-6
$29.95

Looking for Steinbeck’s Ghost
Jackson J. Benson
paper, 978-0-87417-497-7
$21.95

Many Californias: Literatures 
from the Golden State, 
Second Edition
Gerald W. Haslam
paper, 978-0-87417-325-3
$24.95x

The Other California: 
The Great Central Valley 
in Life and Letters
Gerald Haslam
paper, 978-0-87417-225-6
$15.95

The Ox-Bow Man: 
A Biography of Walter Van 
Tilburg Clark
paper, 978-0-87417-691-9
$21.95

Raw Edges: A Memoir
Phyllis Barber
paper, 978-0-87417-881-4
e-book, 978-0-87417-808-1
$21.95

Stegner: Conversations on 
History and Literature
Wallace Stegner and 
Richard W. Etulain
paper, 978-0-87417-274-4
e-book, 978-0-87417-899-9
$21.95

Sweet Promised Land, Fiftieth 
Anniversary Edition
Robert Laxalt
paper, 978-0-87417-706-0
e-book, 978-0-87417-719-0
$18.00

10 Moons and 13 Horses: Poems
Gary Short
paper, 978-0-87417-583-7
$14.00

The Track of the Cat
Walter Van Tilburg Clark
paper, 978-0-87417-230-0
$25.00

The Trail Book
Mary Austin
paper, 978-0-87417-588-2
$19.00

The Watchful Gods and 
Other Stories
Walter Van Tilburg Clark
paper, 978-0-87417-601-8
$19.00

environmental	
l iterature

Between Grass and Sky: 
Where I Live and Work
Linda M. Hasselstrom
cloth, 978-0-87417-522-6
$24.95
paper, 978-0-87417-627-8
$18.95
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Playa Works: 
The Myth of the Empty
William L. Fox
cloth, 978-0-87417-523-3
$24.95

Teaching About Place: Learning 
from the Land
Edited by Laird Christensen 
and Hal Crimmel
paper, 978-0-87417-732-9
$24.95x

The Void, the Grid, and the 
Sign: Traversing the Great 
Basin
William L. Fox
paper, 978-0-87417-618-6
$21.95

Where the Wild Books Are: 
A Field Guide to Ecofiction
Jim Dwyer
paper, 978-0-87417-811-1
e-book, 978-0-87417-812-8
$29.95

Contact: Mountain Climbing 
and Environmental Thinking
Edited by 
Jeffrey Mathes McCarthy
paper, 978-0-87417-746-6
$24.95

Drift Smoke: Loss and Renewal 
in a Land of Fire
David J. Strohmaier
paper, 978-0-87417-780-0
$21.95

The Family Ranch: Land, 
Children, and Tradition in the 
American West
Linda Hussa
Photographs by 
Madeleine Graham Blake
paper, 978-0-87417-819-7
$18.95

Friendly Fallout, 1953
Ann Ronald
paper, 978-0-87417-860-9
e-book, 978-0-87417-832-6
$21.95

Gardeners of Eden: 
Rediscovering Our Importance 
to Nature
Dan Dagget
paper, 978-0-9666229-1-1
$24.95

Going Away to Think: 
Engagement, Retreat, and 
Ecocritical Responsibility
Scott Slovic
paper, 978-0-87417-756-5
$24.95

Let There Be Night: 
Testimony on Behalf 
of the Dark
Edited by Paul Bogard
paper, 978-0-87417-328-4
$21.95

No Place Like Home: 
Notes from a Western Life
Linda M. Hasselstrom
paper, 978-0-87417-831-9
e-book, 978-0-87417-805-0
$18.95

The Wild and the Domestic: 
Animal Representation, 
Ecocriticism, and Western 
American Literature
Barney Nelson
paper, 978-0-87417-347-5
$21.95

Wolves and the Wolf Myth in 
American Literature
S. K. Robisch
cloth, 978-0-87417-772-5
$49.95s
paper, 978-0-87417-773-2
e-book, 978-0-87417-774-9
$29.95
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“Friendly Fallout 1953 expertly and eloquently recounts the drama 
of atomic weapons testing in Nevada through the voices of colorful 
characters, whose stories the author deftly weaves into a patchwork of 
doom that captures our imagination, pulls at our heartstrings, and not 
so subtly warns us of the damage that can be wrought by those charged 
with our protection.”                   —A. Costandina Titus, author of 

Bombs in the Backyard: Atomic Testing and American Politics

“Ann Ronald compellingly evokes the test explosions in all their terrifying 
magnificence and explores the diverse and sometimes conflicting emotions 
of a generation that saw atomic energy as its best protection against the 
horrors of another world war.”             —Nevada Magazine

“Ann Ronald has done a superb job of bringing to life the drama and 
stark reality of the atomic era.” 
              —Sally Denton, author of The Money and the Power: 

The Making of Las Vegas and Its Hold on America, 1947–2000

Friendly Fallout 1953 is a hybrid work of literature that combines the 
actual history of aboveground atomic testing in the Nevada desert in 
1953 with fictional vignettes that explore the impact of the tests on the 
people who participated in them and on civilian “downwinders.” The 
characters are imaginary composites of men, women, and children 
affected by the testing program. Their stories bring to life a turbulent 
era when Cold War fears, patriotic enthusiasm, scientific progress, and 
unacknowledged political agendas collided with the welfare of ordinary 
Americans and the environment.

Ann Ronald is Foundation Professor of English Emerita at the 
University of Nevada, Reno.
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Cover illustrations: All images are Upshot-Knothole and courtesy of the National Nuclear 
Security Administration/Nevada Site Office. Front panel, top row, left: 1953, UK-53-129, Yucca 
Flat, Nevada Proving Grounds; second row, center: March 24, 1953, UK-53-87, Nancy Event, 
NTS; third row, right: March 17, 1953, UK-53-001, House No. 1, Yucca Flat, Nevada Proving 
Grounds; fourth row, left: May 19, 1953, UK-53-92, Harry Event, NTS; fourth row, center: April 25, 
1953, UK-53-100, Simon Event, NTS; bottom row, right: April 25, 1953—UK-53-100—Simon Event, 
NTS; bottom row, right: May 25, 1953—UK-53-128—Grable Event, NTS. Spine, top: March 24, 
1953, UK-53-87, Nancy Event, NTS; bottom: April 25, 1953, UK-53-100, Simon Event, NTS.
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         Going Away
to Think 

Scott Slovic

E n v i r o n m E n T A l  l i T E r AT u r E

Scott Slovic has spent his life as a teacher, writer, environmental activist, and leader in the field 

of ecocritical literary studies. in Going Away to Think, he reflects on the twin motivations of his 

life—the commitment to do some good in the world and the impulse to enjoy life and partici-

pate fully in its most intense moments—and he examines the tension created by his efforts to 

balance these two poles of his responsibility. These essays reveal the complex inner life of one of 

this generation’s most important environmental critics and literary activists. They range from 

profound discussions of the role and responsibilities of scholarship to deeply personal rumina-

tions on the impact of family crises and the influence of his wide-ranging travels. 

  

Praise for Going Away to Think
 “What is the relationship between literature and the world, between art and activism? in this 

beautifully written, inspiring book, Scott Slovic takes these questions on with fearlessness, sen-

sitivity, and grace. The answers he posits are the most satisfying and insightful to date.”

     —Joni Adamson, coeditor of The Environmental Justice Reader

  “many will read Going Away to Think and have the same reaction i had—recognizing the tensions 

they’ve felt without consciously identifying or being able to articulate them before. . . . These 

issues have never been so well articulated or identified. most of all, the book demonstrates how 

all these conflicting purposes and desires can be synthesized, balanced, brought into a conjunc-

tion that is beautiful in its creativity, startling in its clear-sighted intelligence, utterly convincing, 

and thoroughly moving.”

     —ian marshall, author of Peak Experiences: Walking Meditations on Literature, 

         Nature, and Need
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